
Email from Coalition on Human Needs, March 26, 2025 (donation requests deleted): 

Elon Musk is undermining faith in our Social Security system, 

incorrectly claiming “extreme levels of fraud” at the Social Security 

Administration.1 But these lies aren’t just a symptom of Musk’s 

ignorance about the program. This is a systematic attack by the 

Trump administration on Social Security―and the millions of 

seniors and people with disabilities impacted by their attack on 

core services. 

Last week, in a televised interview, Trump’s Commerce Secretary 

Howard Lutnick accused anyone who complains about their Social 

Security check being late of being a fraudster.2 

Trump himself repeated Musk’s lies about “fraud” at the SSA in a 

joint address to Congress.3 

Now, Trump is allowing Elon Musk’s DOGE to fire Social 

Security Administration staff and close Social Security field 

offices. At the same time, they have stopped accepting applications 

or changes to benefits by phone. People are now required to go 

online or seek appointments in person. But 61% of seniors don’t 

have broadband service in their homes.4 And getting an in-person 

appointment starts with a phone call, now with 4-hour wait times on 

the Social Security toll-free number. 

All of this is effectively delaying or cutting off older Americans 

and people with disabilities from their benefits. These attacks are 

particularly painful for people in rural areas and those waiting, on 

average, almost 8 months for Social Security and SSI disability 

claims to be processed.5 

….. 

Years before running for president―and years before he claimed 

he’d never touch Social Security―Trump inaccurately called Social 

Security a Ponzi scheme.6 Now Musk is repeating this same lie, last 

month calling Social Security “the Biggest Ponzi scheme of all time” 

on Joe Rogan’s podcast.7 

Their strategy is to undermine faith in our earned benefits, so 

when people begin to see lapses in their Social Security 

payments, they’ll buy the line that Social Security is 



unsustainable. No―these are wounds Trump and Musk are 

inflicting. 

This isn’t hyperbole. Martin O’Malley, Social Security’s most recent 

Senate-confirmed commissioner, predicts that Musk and DOGE’s 

actions will result in a “system collapse” within the “next 30 to 90 

days.”8 

….. 

Together, we’re holding the administration accountable while 

demanding Congress act to protect Social Security―and the millions 

in our communities who are feeling the impacts already. 

Thank you for your critical support, 

Deborah Weinstein 

Executive Director, Coalition on Human Needs 

1 Former head of Social Security says Elon Musk and DOGE are 

wrong about the agency 
2 BREAKING: Trump's billionaire Commerce Secretary says that 

seniors won't care if they don't get their Social Security checks — 

and that anyone who does complain is a fraudster. 
3 Larson: Trump’s Blatant Lies About Social Security Must Not Go 

Unanswered 
4 Long waits, waves of calls, web crashes: Social Security is 

breaking down 
5 Disability determination processing time 
6 Trump previously backed policies on Social Security for which he’s 

now attacking DeSantis, calling the program a ‘Ponzi scheme’ 
7 Trump allies press the White House to dial back Elon Musk's media 

interviews over his Social Security jabs 
8 Social Security Benefits Could Face 'Interruption' Within 30 Days 
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https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.EtNV8HBC60Tl7UuGmXS3sRkaeG2a914S3mZJE8xe-v2k9rj-Q61ddAljSnzrPAQht28PlGjQOSc9q0K8l4T-X3AKZIhWkTRksXL0D9uLnnCi8bhxsm8Xh5qjbhyIjIQGHVsat8hDGTPc8lPzipUAFHkQVX63DKSG-JuZk2RytE6Uh4PP4pMHz4kdbIM-Q7CRXRP8IiJpLA7NXUoAAIrp55uSgOn9Sz9qPGuqSNWP7gT43ZBOYRsaB2ZZPgv4g1NPfmmg4MVurYZM2BgsH_BORtXH0jQ9w4loAkj58BYTstHMShyY0cwmQJOBJzUOJkB49FMqHEtdmcqdzzHyQ_sGVtamkjXSLT917KiYfFIugmuGbODKbvDW44zCqVujPKvO/4f4/o_OzyOUARlKr9Fxb9OHQkw/h21/h001.kvZKW5AB-hdKzHeJwPyhUaM0qAK8yN352VOgWKca_o0
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.XaF8mXqsA6b2dSPmhsleMctRoxlFO9O82fTB5zU1O8FADXdXv78Ysh1V_PI1EPaoscKqflVSTAIMSyXh4IuXgeaQRkY3_Z4_kZi5ga_8Wkxdcj7vj0jYQAc8JjwVRLlsabNZOzMCNxmQrMPPcyz5IlaT6JsEHbL7qzhZXPy5LzaJCn5mcrG-i9zIByVUnifBzmQAgQS1mRsiWvjFSyreZN1CF1a0q0jzlOboIWwf4DQnv-PrkU4w4PEOhMbDiPWsbcX3ajdB7VYz7kfC9I6Pbc8a7dp0ooEbCDPE3gTCIquSDMgVNAE5cOaqo154qegIEqUvLuyZ1Dy0WFiMkh4NlW0yV079mmqIewVbQEgQd5y6-zhpkNrcBkp_VgO7sJxmYYQPqyUjqP2RIyAkwTYz8Q/4f4/o_OzyOUARlKr9Fxb9OHQkw/h19/h001.xFjNkEa_ijpcxG0ZwRY7FBsnhlSyJUrWbKAoc13Ge8k
https://click.actionnetwork.org/ss/c/u001.SEgofQhSb9pGg8bz5XQG3f2X7H7QIkswB7Rs_SL4O-rFW8MZ-uY4BoVH9yNzhUU5Ru1F0iQYE0etJhb30fBo6F1F-dr7SCsqpraWa_-MsCA1PDWTsIxRw6ofD3RXbQwPdcxcAlZqyi8UTVFkfMlWIFnam_BZYldfqQQ0Qn_hX7lA5KNyJe4s30CvUMhhglGtpMqaTwZuTZ140KsiCcf9ssnIu4smDWfuvfPdQKl5qrA5zWJsTwt6PpYbj4OHLIe7xGLv4FZYcBLDJgjj5zBCoCNgdB6e0-N_up2UEoMMctzOaHilQgEe1s9xyCNDruUi_J4ggPCKkFFBm894bzy_M53Dh3hngtXkMIR9i9rcpHj_UlsOJdilpxVAagZFz63h5u_DqYLBVPPQsUcqeBnLxw/4f4/o_OzyOUARlKr9Fxb9OHQkw/h20/h001.DUgin43D5tEuUaqWKRo1J4naE9zSb8JcWPxUnLqUMjU
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